Geography

This course is an award of EDEXCEL. Visit the EDEXCEL website for the course specification.
[https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/specification-and-
sample-assessments/pearson-edexcel-a-level-geography-issue-6.pdf]

Specific entry requirements

GCSE Grade 5 or above in Geography, English Language and Maths.
Course content

At A Level you will study a balance of human and physical geography topics over the two years. In
physical geography you will study tectonic processes and hazards, coastal landscapes and change,
the water cycle and water insecurity, and the carbon cycle and energy security. In human geography
you will study globalisation, urban regeneration, superpowers, migration, identity and sovereignty. You
will also complete an individual investigation which must include completion of four compulsory days
of fieldwork, including a residential field trip.

Learning methods

The course includes a mixture of teacher-led and student-led strategies including group work,
presentations, independent research, fieldwork and the use of ICT and GIS (Geographical Information
Systems). Geography is a subject that demands hands-on, practical approaches, as well as the
academic rigour that makes it such a high status subject.

Assessment

The A Level is assessed by three exams, one physical (30%), one human (30%) and one based on a
geographical issue linking the course content (20%). The remaining 20% will be assessed through
coursework.

Equipment and additional costs

There will be a cost for the residential field trip, which will be in the region of ??280 (based on the last
trip) and can be paid in instalments. The cost covers transport, tuition, accommodation and meals.
There may be small additional costs for any supplementary local fieldwork trips, such as to the
Holderness coast.

Progression opportunities

Geography combines equally well with both arts and science subjects, so our students go on to study
a number of Higher Education courses including geography, biology, environmental sciences, law,
philosophy, sociology, business, medicine and architecture. Geography students are in great demand



by employers due to the wide range of transferable skills that they acquire. Career areas could include
sustainability, energy supply, retail location, urban regeneration and urban design, managing hazards,
climate change, marine biology, global economics, teaching, human rights, construction and
conservation. The course allows students to gain a wide skill base which is in demand by academic
institutions and employers alike and, as such, presents a diverse range of job and Higher Education
opportunities.
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Want to apply?

Visit https://www.barnsleysixthformcollege.co.uk/apply to get started
Call us on 01226 216 123




