
Sociology
Subject content

You will acquire detailed theoretical knowledge and a critical understanding of social processes and
changes. You will be able to develop a broad set of essential academic skills that are valued by
universities and employers, including the ability to analyse and formulate clear logical arguments and
evaluate using a range of theoretical perspectives. In the first year of study, you will explore the topic
of Education. You will be required to examine how the education system has changed over the years,
in terms of social policy. You will also investigate how different social groups have varied experiences
within the UK education system. Finally, you will look at the effect globalisation and marketisation has
had on the education system. The next topic in year one will be research methods where we will look
at the different ways Sociologists examine and analyse data. At the end of this topic, we will look at
research methods through an educational context. Finally, for year one, we will look at the topics
‘Culture and identity’ and ‘The media’. Both of these topics take a deeper exploration of the self and
explore how factors including gender, age and sexuality help to shape the person you are today. In the
second year of study, the topic of study will be ‘Crime and deviance’. Quite a large topic, we will look
at the difference between crime and deviance, why do people commit crimes and even if crime could
be a useful thing for our society. Finally, our last topic will be ‘Is Sociology a science?’ Here we will
recap research methods and explore deeper research theory. This course is an award of AQA. Visit
the AWA website to view the course specification.
[https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF]

Specific entry requirements

GCSE Grade 5 or above in English, History or another Humanities subject.

Assessment

This course uses the AQA exam board and is a linear A Level. You will be assessed by examination
on all content at the end of your two years of study.

Progression opportunities

The skills acquired whilst studying A Level Sociology are highly relevant and transferable to a wide
number of Higher Education courses such as history, geography, English, law, politics, business,
philosophy, media studies, journalism, social work, nursing and criminology. Sociology students often
go on to careers in teaching, law, research, politics, the police force and probation services,
counselling, events management and business.
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Want to apply?

Visit https://www.barnsleysixthformcollege.co.uk/apply to get started
Call us on 01226 216 123


